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When people walk into my “TROPHY ROOM,” or should I say, “MY
ROOM OF GUITARS,” the reaction is almost always the same: “This
room is amazing! I wish I had a room in my home like this!”

And, I TOTALLY AGREE! EVERYONE should have a room in their home
like mine!

So, what’s in my “TROPHY ROOM,” you ask? Over 30 guitars - all hang-
ing from wall hangers that I built.

And, that’s what this book is all about; it con-
tains the blueprint to get you on your way to
building YOUR very own “TROPHY ROOM.”

This book contains two of my own designed
wall hangers; one vertical, the other diagonal.
Each will display your guitar beautifully, all the
while, being sturdy, attractive, and well-built; so
sturdy and well-built that I’m willing to hang my
$2000 ESP Alexi Laiho V on them!

The beauty of these wall hangers is, they are
not hard to build, nor are they expensive to
make. If you have a free afternoon, you will be
able to build for yourself as many wall hangers
as you need - and for a price that doesn’t hurt
your wallet - less than $2.00 for the vertical
model and less than $7.00 for the diagonal
model. Compare that to $15 for commercial
vertical models and $50 for commercial diago-
nal models, and I say, save your money and
DO-IT-YOURSELF!

You don’t need any special skills to make
these wall hangers; all you need are a few common tools. (However, if
you have access to a drill press and miter saw, that would be ideal.)

I’ll show you the exact supplies you’ll need, where to buy those supplies,
the tools you’ll need, the measurements, and more.

ARE YOU READY TO MAKE SOME GUITAR WALL HANGERS?...

LET’S GO!

INTRODUCTION
HOW TO MAKE YOUR VERY OWN GUITAR WALL HANGERS!
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On the previous page, you saw a finished wall hanger.

Here’s a list of tools and supplies I used to make that hanger.

TTHHEE TTOOOOLLSS

1. Miter Saw or Hand Saw - Using a
Miter Saw will make all of the cuts
effortless (see FIG 1). If you don’t
have one, use a plain hand saw and a
miter box in its place (see FIG 2). 

2. Drill Press or Power Drill - Using
a drill press (see FIG 3) makes drilling
all of the holes somewhat effortless. If
you don’t have a drill press, you’ll have
to make due with a regular hi-speed
power drill (see FIG 3).

3. Tape Measure - You’ll need either
a tape measure or a ruler to measure
your distances (see FIG 4). 

4. Brad-Point Drill Bits - I prefer
using brad point drill bits (see FIG 5)
because they make a nice center
point hole which I use as a guide for
further drilling as you’ll see later in the
book.

5. Level - When positioning my base
on the wall, I use a small level (see
FIG 6) to sit it on top of the wood for
perfect positioning.

6. Fine-Grit Sandpaper (or Wood
File) - I like to sand (or file) all of the
edges of the wood to avoid splinters,
so to do that, I use fine-grit sandpaper
or a wood file to slightly round the
edges.

7. Center Punch - I use a center
punch to mark my holes in the wall
prior to drilling. If you don’t have a
center punch of some sort, you can
use a screw or a nail (see FIG 7).

TOOLS & SUPPLIES: WHAT YOU’RE GOING TO NEED
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8. Pencil - You’ll need a pencil to
mark your placements (see FIG 7).

9. T-Square - I use this small T-
Square to find my center points in the
wood (see FIG 7).

10. Hammer - you’ll need a hammer
to knock some nuts and bolts into
place. Choose a hammer over a rub-
ber mallet.

TTHHEE SSUUPPPPLLIIEESS

(You’ll find the exact parts numbers
and prices for everything at the end of
this book)

1. 1” X  2” X 4’ Wood - For each wall
hanger you want to make, you’ll need
one 1” X 2” X 4’ piece of wood 
(see FIG 8). I choose Poplar for my
wood. You can use Oak but it’ll be
more expensive. You can use other
woods if you want, but just be aware
that a lot of the cheaper woods may
be a little warped.

I purchased this wood as well as all of
the wood for these hangers from
LOWE’s. I suggest that you buy your
wood from either LOWE’s or HOME
Depot rather than ACE Hardware -
you’ll pay half the price. 

2. 1” X 3” X 2’ Poplar Wood - You’ll
use this piece for the base. Once
again, I chose Poplar (see FIG 9).
You’ll cut this to 3” in length, so using
this piece, which is the shortest length
I could buy, allowed me to get 8 bases
from it.

3. 3/8” Oak Dowel - I recommend
using an oak dowel (see FIG 10)
because it’s a very strong wood. You’ll

TOOLS & SUPPLIES: WHAT YOU’RE GOING TO NEED
HOW TO MAKE YOUR VERY OWN GUITAR WALL HANGERS!
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cut the dowel to 3.5” in length, so fig-
ure out how many hangers you’re
going to make, then choose an appro-
priate length for the piece that you buy. 

4. 1” X 1” Poplar Square Dowel -
You’ll be cutting this wood into pieces
2.5” in length, so figure out how many
hangers you’re going to make, then
purchase what you need (see FIG
10).

5. 1/4” X 1” Bolt w/Nut - I purchased
the nuts and bolts for this hanger from
ACE Hardware (see FIG 11). You can
find suitable alternatives at LOWE’s
and HOME DEPOT. You will need one
1” bolt with nut for this hanger. See
the back of the book for exact part
numbers from ACE Hardware. 

6. 1/4” X 1 1/2” Bolt w/Washer and
Wing Nut - Yes, you’ll need one 
1 1/2” bolt with washer and wing nut
for this hanger to go along with the 1”
bolt with nut (see FIG 11). Both of
these should be the exact same style
- just different lengths. All of your
hardware can be purchased individu-
ally at ACE which is very handy. See
the back of the book for exact part
numbers. 

7. 5/16” Plastic Dowel or Oak Dowel
- I purchased plastic dowels as well as
metal dowels from ACE Hardware
(see FIG 12), but you can use oak
dowel instead of the plastic ones that
I’m using. These will be used to keep
the hanger in its proper position. You’ll
need two of these per diagonal wall
hanger. If you’re going to use oak
dowel, you’ll be cutting it into 1”
lengths.

8. EZ-Anchors w/Screws - To attach the base of the hanger to the wall,
you’ll need to use something like EZ-Anchor (see FIG 12). You’ll need
four per hanger. If you happen to be screwing directly into a stud and not

TOOLS & SUPPLIES: WHAT YOU’RE GOING TO NEED
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drywall, you can just use the screw that comes with the EZ-Anchor.

I recommend using the EZ-Anchors that can support up to 50 lbs. or more. 

9. 3/4” Screws - I use these 3/4”
screws (see FIG 12B) to attach the
rests/holders to the arms and base.
You can buy these screws individually
at ACE. See the back of the book for
exact part numbers. 

10. Spray Paint - For my wall hang-
ers, I chose to finish them in a flat
black paint. I used Krylon
Interior/Exterior Ultra-Flat Black (see
FIG 13). 

For the actual rests of the hanger, I
decided to finish them in gold, so I
used Krylon’s Metallics - Pure Gold.  

11. Wood Glue - it doesn’t have to be anything fancy - just regular old
wood glue, or carpenter’s wood glue will work (see FIG 14).

And that’s the list.

TOOLS & SUPPLIES: WHAT YOU’RE GOING TO NEED
HOW TO MAKE YOUR VERY OWN GUITAR WALL HANGERS!
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FIG 14

PLEASE NOTE: To make the Vertical Wall Hangers, the only addi-
tion to supplies that you’ll need is a perfect 1” X 1” Square Dowel.
On the list, it already shows a 1” X 1” square dowel, however, the
true size of that dowel is .75” X .75”.



To begin, I measured 3” from the end of my 1” X 1” X 3” piece of Poplar
wood.

I marked this measurement
with a pencil.

Using my miter saw, I
made my cut (see FIG 15).
Keep in mind, this cut can
easily be made with any
type of hand saw and a
Miter Box, so use what’s at
your disposal.

If you plan on making sev-
eral of these wall hangers,
which is what I recom-
mend you do, have your
ruler or tape measure and
pencil handy, so you can
measure, cut, measure,
cut, etc. 

In no time, you’ll have sev-
eral bases cut and ready
to go (see FIG 16).

When you’ve made all of
your cuts, you’re ready to
move to Step 2.

STEP 1: CUTTING THE WOOD BASE TO THE RIGHT LENGTH
HOW TO MAKE YOUR VERY OWN GUITAR WALL HANGERS!
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There are two arms you’ll need to cut for this diagonal wall hanger.

The first arm is 32”.

The second arm is 12”.

Mark your lengths, then
make your cuts.

Once your cuts are made,
you can move to Step 3.

For each diagonal wall
hanger you plan to make,
you’ll need to buy one
piece of 1” X 2” X 4” Poplar.

If you plan on making sev-
eral, but the Poplar wood in
an 8’ length as this will
bring the cost down per
hanger.

STEP 2: CUTTING THE ARMS TO THE RIGHT LENGTH
HOW TO MAKE YOUR VERY OWN GUITAR WALL HANGERS!
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Next up, we need to cut the round Oak dowel and the square Poplar dowel.

We’ll be cutting the round Oak dowel to 3.5” in length and you’ll need to
cut three per hanger. Mark
your length, make your
cut, then mark the next,
then cut. Repeat as often
as needed.

In the past, I have used
just round Oak dowel for
the entire hanger holders,
but drilling a hole perfectly
centered into the bigger
piece is very tricky;
instead, now I use a
square dowel for the stop-
per and a round dowel for
the stem (see FIG 21).

For the square Poplar
dowel, you’ll be cutting
these to a length of 2.5”.
You’ll need to cut three per
hanger.

When you’ve made your
cuts, you’re ready to move
to Step 4.

STEP 3: CUTTING THE DOWELS TO THE RIGHT LENGTH
HOW TO MAKE YOUR VERY OWN GUITAR WALL HANGERS!
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As you can see in FIG 21 (previous page), the round dowel gets inserted
into the square dowel. 

If you’ve got a good set of
drill bits, after you drill your
holes, the Oak dowel
should fit nice and snug
into the hole. (I say that
because I have a set of
OLD drill bits and the
holes were a bit loose on
the very first few I made.)

To begin, measure 3/4”
from one end of the
square dowel and mark
that with your pencil as
you can see that I’ve done
in FIG 22. 

Then, using your tape
measure or ruler, measure
from one edge of the
square dowel and mark
3/8” - which is the middle
of the square dowel. Again,
mark this with your pencil. 

You now have your center
point for your hole (see
FIG 22).

If you’re using a drill
press, set the depth of
your hole to be about 3/8”
(see FIG 23. A you can
see, the point of the drill
bit extends deeper than
3/8”. Don’t worry about
that - just make sure you
don’t drill through). 

Hold your piece steady and drill your holes (see FIG 24).

STEP 4: DRILLING THE DOWEL HOLES
HOW TO MAKE YOUR VERY OWN GUITAR WALL HANGERS!
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Before we move to Step 5, there’s one final thing I like to do to each of
these pieces and that is, I like to sand all of the edges. I do this mostly to
avoid splinters, but also, it makes this piece look a little cleaner looking.

You can use a fine-grit
sandpaper to do this; sim-
ply sand all of the sharp
edges so they’re not so
sharp - simple enough.
(You can also use a wood
file to do this as well -
whichever you prefer. Or,
you don’t have to file or
sand the edges at all - it’s
up to you.)

Your finished square dow-
els should look like the
one in FIG 26.

When you’re done, you’re
ready to move to Step 5.

STEP 4: DRILLING THE DOWEL HOLES
HOW TO MAKE YOUR VERY OWN GUITAR WALL HANGERS!
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The reason I’m having you assemble the rests/holders now is because
we are going to glue the stem (oak dowel) into place. So, while the glue
sets, we can finish everything else that needs to get done.

To start, I squeeze enough
glue to fill about one-third
of the hole (see FIG 27). 

Next, I insert the stem into
the hole and I twist the
stem inside the hole in a
clockwise motion. This
helps to spread the glue
around and up the sides of
the hole.

As you twist, you will prob-
ably notice that some of
the glue will start to come
up through the hole as evi-
denced in FIG 28.

After all of the stems have
been inserted, take a
moistened paper towel
and wipe off any excess
glue that you can see.

When you’re done, your
three holders should resem-
ble the ones in FIG 29.

As we let that glue set,
we’re ready to move to
Step 6.

STEP 5: ASSEMBLING THE RESTS/HOLDERS
HOW TO MAKE YOUR VERY OWN GUITAR WALL HANGERS!
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To begin drilling our holes,
the first thing we need to
do is establish the center
point for the base. The
easiest way to accomplish
this is to draw a straight
line from corner-to-corner
as you can see in the illus-
tration in FIG 30. 

However, you’ll do this on
the BACK of the base. The
reason is, when we drill
our center hole, we have
to create a countersink
area so that the head of
the bolt sits inside of the
base - so it doesn’t pre-
vent the base from resting
flat against the wall. 

This is where the brad-
point drill bits come into
play. Typically, what hap-
pens when you use this
type of drill bit is, it creates
a center point guide for
any future drilling in that
same hole. You’ll under-
stand perfectly when we
get to drilling the holes in
a sec.

Next up, I’m going to use
my ruler to mark 3/8”
around each side of the
base (see FIG 31). This
gets done on the FRONT
of the base - or the oppo-
site side of your previous lines.

Making these marks helps me to establish the four holes I’ll be making in
the base to secure it to the wall.

STEP 6: DRILLING THE BASE HOLES
HOW TO MAKE YOUR VERY OWN GUITAR WALL HANGERS!
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With all of my marks
made, I’m ready to start
drilling my holes.

The first hole I’ll be mak-
ing is to accommodate the
head of the bolt I’m using
as seen in FIG 32 (previ-
ous page). I don’t want the
head of the bolt to be able
to turn in this hole; I’m lit-
erally going to hammer it
down into place, so that
way, it won’t be able to
spin in the countersunk
hole.

Based on the bolt I’m
using, the first hole I’ll drill
is 15/32”. The depth I’ll set
my drill press to is roughly
3/8”. It has to be deep
enough so that the entire
head of the bolt sits below
the surface. 

At this point, I want to drill
all of the holes that are
considered countersinking
holes, so I’m going to flip
the base over and change
my drill bit (see FIG 34).

I use my ruler and meas-
ure 3/8” from all of the
edges, then draw my lines
with the ruler (see FIG 34).

Now, I have my center
points for each corner.

Using a 5/16” brad-point
drill bit, I drill my counter-

STEP 6: DRILLING THE BASE HOLES
HOW TO MAKE YOUR VERY OWN GUITAR WALL HANGERS!
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FIG 33

FIG 34

FIG 35

FRONT OF THE BASE

BACK OF THE BASE

FRONT OF THE BASE



sink holes first; however, I
drill the top right and the
bottom left holes deeper
than the other two (see
FIG 35). The reason is, I’ll
be placing my plastic
dowel pieces in there as
stoppers and I need them
to be deep enough so that
they don’t pop out. 

So, the depths I drill these
holes are: 3/8” for the top
right and bottom left; 3/16”
for the top left and bottom
right (see FIG 36).

Now that all of my counter-
sinking holes are done, it’s
time to flip the base back
over and drill the hole for
the bolt, then flip it over
again and drill the holes for
the screws.

First up, I’ll change my drill
bit to a 1/4” drill bit to drill
the hole for my center bolt.
This drill bit is large
enough so that the bolt
can pass through, but at
the same time, it’s snug,
which is what you want - a
nice, snug fit.

In FIG 37, you can see the
tiny center point that the
brad-point drill bit leaves
when drilling holes. Use
this center point as a
guide to help you drill the
hole for the bolt (see FIG
38).

STEP 6: DRILLING THE BASE HOLES
HOW TO MAKE YOUR VERY OWN GUITAR WALL HANGERS!
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To finish drilling the rest of
the holes for the screws,
choose a drill bit that
allows the screw you use
to pass through without a
problem, but still, make
sure it’s a snug fit.

When you’re done, your
base should look like the
one in FIG 39.

As I stated a moment ago,
the holes that the plastic
dowels go in are drilled
deeper so that the dowels
can sit in there without
popping out. FIG 40
shows where the plastic
dowels will go when it’s
time to put them in.

At this point, I do the same
thing I did with the hanger
holders; I use some fine-
grit sandpaper and I sand
all of the edges to smooth
them out and to prevent
splinters.

If you decide to sand, then do that, otherwise, you’re ready to move onto
Step 7.

STEP 6: DRILLING THE BASE HOLES
HOW TO MAKE YOUR VERY OWN GUITAR WALL HANGERS!
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FIG 39
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The technique we just used for drilling the holes for the base will be
repeated here for the holes for the arms; you’ll drill your countersink holes
first followed by the holes for screws and a bolt.

To start, let’s grab our 12” arm. We’ll start by marking 1” from each end of
the 12” piece (see FIG 41).

Next, we’ll mark 2.5” from the left-hand side, so now we have 3 lines on
this piece.

Next, we’ll find the center of the arm and draw a line across (see FIG 41),
so we now have our center points for the three holes we’ll need to make.
For my arm, the piece is 1.5” wide so 3/4” is the halfway point. Always
measure the wood you’re using for accuracy - it may be wider than 1.5”.

Now that we have our marks made on the 12” arm, let’s grab the 32” arm
and do the same.

Following the same method, we’re going to mark 1” from each end and
also at the halfway point - 16” (see FIG 42).

Once again, find the center of your piece of wood and draw a line across

STEP 7: DRILLING THE ARM HOLES
HOW TO MAKE YOUR VERY OWN GUITAR WALL HANGERS!
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to establish your three
center points for your
holes (see FIG 42 previ-
ous page).

First up, we are going to
drill our holes for the hold-
ers. Remember - I used
1/2” oak dowel, so change
your drill bit and get out a
1/2” drill bit.

I’ve set my drill press to a depth of 3/8”.

The holes I’ll be drilling with the 1/2” drill bit are shown below in FIG 44.
Each end of the 12” arm will have a holder inserted, but the other hole will

contain a nut. This is why this hole is a different size. (The size of your
nut’s hole will depend on the size of nut you end up using. If you pur-
chase the exact parts I used, these sizes are perfect.)

When your countersinking holes have been drilled, you can now grab
your 32” arm.

Drilling the holes in the 32” arm are trickier, so I’m going to take it one
side of the arm at a time.

Let’s start with the BACK of the arm. We’ll need to insert a bolt into one of
the holes that’s 1” from the end from behind. This is why we’re drilling this
first hole on the back of the arm. That countersink hole will be 15/32”. I’ll set
the depth of my drill press to 3/8” (see FIG 45. You’ll most likely have to
mark the center point for this hole as your previous mark was on the front).

STEP 7: DRILLING THE ARM HOLES
HOW TO MAKE YOUR VERY OWN GUITAR WALL HANGERS!
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FIG 43
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When that hole for the nut has been drilled, flip the arm over to the front,
and, using a 1/2” drill bit, drill the hole for the holder on the opposite end
of the arm (see FIG 46). 

Again, make sure your depth is 3/8”.

Now that our two main countersink holes are drilled, we can proceed to
drill our remaining holes.

To start, switch your drill bit to a 1/4” bit. 

We’ll start by flipping our arm over to the back and drilling our center hole.
We’ll need to drill right through the arm, so set your depth appropriately.
With your arm still on its back, drill a 1/4” hole into the existing 15/32” bolt
end hole. 

We now have just one final hole to drill in the 32” arm. Switch out your
drill bits and choose a drill bit that will accommodate the 3/4” screw.

STEP 7: DRILLING THE ARM HOLES
HOW TO MAKE YOUR VERY OWN GUITAR WALL HANGERS!
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FIG 45

FIG 46
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After drilling that hole, your arm should resemble the one in FIG 48.

Using this same drill bit,
drill through the holes that
are 1” from each end of
the 12” arm.

FIG 49 and FIG 50 show
the 12” arm - both front
and back, and what the
holes will look like when
it’s all complete.

FIG 51 and FIG 52 illus-
trate both the front and
back of the 32” arm and
what the holes should look
like.

When you’re all done
drilling, it’s time for Step 8.

STEP 7: DRILLING THE ARM HOLES
HOW TO MAKE YOUR VERY OWN GUITAR WALL HANGERS!
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FIG 48

FIG 49

FIG 50

12” ARM - FRONT

FIG 5132” ARM - FRONT

FIG 5232” ARM - BACK

12” ARM - BACK



FInishing your guitar wall
hanger, and, in whatever
color, is going to be totally
up to you. You can paint
them yellow if you want!

For me, I like them to be a
flat black, and I chose a
gold for the actual
rests/holders. They look
pretty classy like that.

Painting the arms and hold-
ers is a little bit tricky, so
what I normally do for the
arms is I use an old bolt or
screw that’s about 3” - 4”
long; I insert that into a hole
and I hold the piece I’m
spraying with the bolt or
screw (see FIG 53. Yes - I
should’ve been wearing
some sort of rubber glove!
Normally, I do, however,
this time, I forgot.)

Painting the pieces in one
shot - front and back - like
I’m doing in FIG 53 is only
something you should do if
you can somehow hang
them to dry from the bolt.

In FIG 54, I’ve used an old
piece of pegboard as my
support holder; I’ve used a
bolt and two nuts to hold one of my arms in place as it dries. 

If you can’t devise some sort of workaround, or have something similar to
what I’ve got in FIG 54, then I recommend that you lay your pieces flat on
some paper and spray each piece one side at a time (see FIG 55).

To spray the actual rests or holders, again - you can spray them in one

STEP 8: PAINTING YOUR PARTS
HOW TO MAKE YOUR VERY OWN GUITAR WALL HANGERS!
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FIG 53

FIG 54



shot so long as you don’t
mind holding onto them for
a few minutes. Lacquer
dries fast.

To hold them, I normally
just hold them right at the
very end as I’m doing in
FIG 56. If you do this,
make sure that you spray
as close to the end as
possible, otherwise, some
wood will show through
once it’s been put in place.
You can also wait until it’s
dried, then hold it from the
other end while you spray
to get any areas you
may’ve missed. 

Of course, if you want to
just lay them down as I’ve
done in FIG 55 and spray
one side at a time, you
can do that, too. And, if
you have a better method
for painting the parts, by
all means, use your own
method.

When all of your pieces
have been sprayed, allow
them to dry for a full 24
hours before moving to Step 9.

STEP 8: PAINTING YOUR PARTS
HOW TO MAKE YOUR VERY OWN GUITAR WALL HANGERS!
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Our parts are fully dried so
now we can assemble
some parts and get it
ready to do its job! - HOLD
A GUITAR!

I’m using a fold-up WORK-
MATE workbench for this
step. It does make it easy
to position the base in
between the panels, allow-
ing the bolt to sit below the
surface while the base sits
flush on the panels (see
FIG 57). 

If you don’t have some
sort of workbench like this,
just use the end of any
table. 

You’ll notice that the base
I’m using is not painted.
Normally, if you’re going to
paint your parts, then
hammering in the nuts and
bolts is something you do
AFTER all of your parts
have been painted, so
keep that in mind. I simply
forgot to snap a photo
using a base that was
already painted.

In FIG 58, you’ll notice
that I’m using a socket
screwdriver. To get the bolt
to sit below the surface,
you need something to
knock it lower, so I chose
something that sat flush to
do this. You can use a flat
head screwdriver just as
easily.

FIG 59 shows the bolt

STEP 9: INSERTING THE NUT AND BOLTS
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knocked down below the
surface as far as it will go.
You’ll also notice that its fit
in so tight that bolt will not
rotate in that hole - which
is exactly what you’ll want.

Now - repeat this same
technique for your 32”
arm. Using a 1” bolt this
time, you’re going to do
the same thing - hammer
the 1” bolt into the appro-
priate hole. (see FIG 60.
The bolt will get ham-
mered into the back of the
32” arm at one end. Use
something to help you
knock the head of the bolt
below the surface - a
screwdriver, a socket
wrench, another bolt, etc.)

Next up, we’re going to
hammer the nut into the
appropriate hole on the
12” arm (see FIG 61. The
nut gets hammered into
the front of the arm - into
the hole that’s 2.5” from
the end.)

To hammer in the nut, I
screw it onto the end of a
spare bolt and hammer the
top of the bolt until the nut
is in as deep as it can go.

Make sure that both
pieces are hammered
down as far as they can
go. This will ensure that
you can thread the nut into
the bolt properly.

With both pieces in position, drop the 12” arm into position - so that the
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bolt passes through the hole with the nut. Keep in mind, the nut should be

sitting on top of the piece and in clear view as you do this (see FIG 62).
You want to keep rotating the 12” arm clockwise until the arm is sitting in
a position like FIG 63. When
you get to this position in FIG
63, this should be as far as
the two pieces can go. You
should not be able to rotate it
any further. If you can still
rotate it, then, go around one
more time until it is as tight as
you can go.

This guarantees that your arm
will always be in the proper
position.

However, one drawback to
tightening these two arms like
this is that the 32” arm gets
scratched up (see FIG 64).

This is an easy fix; simply
spray a little bit of paint back
in that spot like I’ve done in
FIG 65 and you’re good as
new.

With your two arms attached,
you’re ready for Step 10.

STEP 9: INSERTING THE NUT AND BOLTS
HOW TO MAKE YOUR VERY OWN GUITAR WALL HANGERS!

paintyourownguitar.com 28

4

FIG 63

FIG 64

FIG 65



The last step in putting
together our diagonal gui-
tar wall hanger before we
attach the base to the wall
is attaching the rests - or
holders.

This wall hanger is of my
design, so in truth, this last
assembly step is one part
of the actual design that
I’m very proud of. And, of
course, it came about
through trial and error -
which is how we all learn
to do things better!

When you attach these
rests/holders to the arms,
you’ll be using the 3/4”
screw to secure it from
behind the arm - and, out
of sight. 

As you can see in FIG 66,
I’ve pushed the rest into
the appropriate hole, and,
while holding the rest with
my left hand, I screw in the
3/4” screw using a screw-
driver with my right hand.

After the screw is in tight -
but not too tight, the beau-
ty of this design is that the
rests will still be able to
rotate - move in either
direction - all the while, still
being secure. This is
important because this allows you to rotate the rests and move them out
of the way of any knobs, bridge pieces, etc., that are on the guitar body. 

So, with both of my rests screwed into place (see FIG 67), I just have the
final neck rest to do.

For the final rest/holder, I turned my hanger over onto its back, popped
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the rest into place, then screwed the 3/4” screw in tight - without over-
tightening. If you want to
be able to rotate these
rests, overtightening will
make that difficult. Finger-
tight will suffice.

With all three rests in
place (see FIG 69), my
actual holder is complete! 

We’re now ready to move
to Step 11.
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For this step, I’m going to
focus on mounting just one
base for a wall hanger. 

I imagine that for some of
you, you’ll want to mount
several wall hangers, so
what I will do at the end of
this section is give you
some dimensions as a
guide to help you for
mounting more than one.

FIG 70 shows one of my
walls. As you can see, the
5150 is a little closer to the
end of the wall than the
necks with strat head-
stocks. Obviously, you’ll
have to keep this in mind
when you start mounting
your bases; what guitar
will go where and is there
enough room?

To start, find the spot on
your wall where you want
to place your wall hanger.
Keep in mind that when
your guitar is in place,
you’ll probably want at
several inches on each
end to allow you some
clearance room - to avoid
banging it on other guitars,
the wall, etc.

When you’ve chosen your
spot, lay down some
masking tape prior to put-
ting your base into posi-
tion. The masking tape is
there so you can mark the
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top of the base without writing on the wall.

Place your small level on top of the base against the wall to establish a per-
fect horizontal position. With the base in the right position, I use a pencil to
mark the top of the base on the masking tape (see FIG 71 - previous page).

From there, I use a my center punch to mark the holes for each of the
screws (see FIG 72 - previous page). If you don’t have a small punch,
you can use a screw just as easily to mark the hole. Just push the screw
through the hole and into the wall to make a small mark.

With the holes marked, it’s
time to pre-drill my holes
for the EZ-Anchors. I
choose a drill bit that is the
exact same width as the
end of the EZ-Anchor (see
FIG 73). 

When drilling your holes,
you only have to go
through the drywall.
However, if you have a
studfinder, you’ll probably
want to locate all of the
studs in your wall prior to
drilling all of your holes.
That way, you’ll know
whether you’re putting an
EZ-Anchor into the wall or
just screwing directly into
a stud. 

Of course, screwing direct-
ly into a stud is best, but
still, I’ve never experi-
enced any issues whatso-
ever using EZ-Anchors in
walls - whether it’s for gui-
tar hangers, or large,
framed pictures. I think they’re easily the best wall anchor around - which
is why I use them for everything that has to be installed into a wall. 

STEP 11: MOUNTING YOUR BASE TO THE WALL
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With your holes all pre-
drilled, you can now
remove your masking
tape. Time to grab four
EZ-Anchors and screw
them into your wall (see
FIG 75).

Make sure they’re tight but
be careful not to over-
tighten; you could go right
through your wall with too
much force.

To mount the base of the
wall hanger to the wall, I
typically pop all of the
screws into the base first,
then sort of line it all up as
you can see in FIG 76.

With everything lined up, I
screw the base into the
wall and make sure it’s
good and tight. I tighted
each screw with regular
force, then I give it one
last quarter turn for good
measure. 

Once the base is mount-
ed, I popped in the plastic
dowels into their holes
(see FIG 77). Remember -
you don’t have to use the
plastic dowels if you don’t
want to spend the money;
you can use 5/16” Oak
dowel just as well. I just
happen to like the look of
the plastic dowels.

Your final step is coming right up.

STEP 11: MOUNTING YOUR BASE TO THE WALL
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With the base mounted
and the dowels in place,
it’s time to grab the guitar
hanger and attach it to the
base (see FIG 78).

Place your washer and
wing nut onto the bolt and
tighten securely. From
there, you can rotate the
hanger counterclockwise
so that it rests against the
dowels that are in place.

Now - all that’s left is to HANG YOUR GUITAR!
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These are the measurements I used for my wall of guitars using the diag-
onal wall hangers, but always measure the guitars you are putting on the
hangers, then remeasure to make sure you’re putting them in the correct
position on your wall.

Typically, you should be 24” from the body end of your guitar to a wall (or
other guitar) and 30” from the neck end to the wall (or other guitar). Of
course, if you have Dean DIME models, this measurement may need to
change. However, for Strats and Les Paul models, this measurement
works well. It gives you about 6” clearance on either end.

The dimensions I used for stacking them, one on top of another, is 15”
(see FIG 81). However, there’s plenty of room in between each guitar so
you could tighten this measurement up if you had to. You could go as
much as 12”. The only concern with getting them that close is accidentally
banging them, but if you’re careful, you shouldn’t have a problem.

Use these measurements as a starting point and alter them to work for
your own wall. GOOD LUCK!

CREATING YOUR OWN WALL OF GUITARS
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To begin, I measured 4” from the end
of my piece of wood.

I marked this measurement with a
pencil.

Using my miter saw, I made my cut
(see FIG 1). Keep in mind, this cut can
easily be made with any type of hand
saw, so use what’s at your disposal.

If you plan on making a whole bunch
of these wall hangers, which is what I
recommend you do, have your ruler or
tape measure  and pencil handy, so
you can measure, cut, measure, cut,
etc. In no time, you’ll have 8 bases cut
and ready to go like I do in FIG 3.

When you’ve made all of your cuts,
you’re ready to move to
Step 2.

STEP 1: CUTTING THE WOOD BASE TO THE RIGHT LENGTH
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If all you had were Strats
with a non-angled head-
stock, you could cut all of
your dowel pieces to 3.5”
in length.

However, if you have some
Les Pauls, then, because of
the headstock’s angled
headstock, you’ll need to
cut some of the dowels to
4.5” to compensate.

So, once again, measure
your length - 3.5” for
Strats (or non-angled
headstocks), 4.5” for LPs,
mark it with a pencil, then
cut.

FIG 4 shows several of my
round Oak dowel pieces
cut. 

For the square dowel,
which will sit on the end of
the round Oak dowel, I cut
these to a length of 1 5/8”
(see FIG 5).

While I’ve got my ruler
handy, I also mark 1/2”
from the end, then find the
center of my dowel and
mark that spot. This is
where I’ll drill the hole for
my round Oak dowel to fit
inside the square dowel.

When all of your pieces
have been cut, you’re ready
to move on to Step 3.

STEP 2: CUTTING THE DOWELS TO THE RIGHT LENGTH
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For this step, you’re going to drill two holes for the arms and one hole to
secure the base to the wall.

Measure 3/4” from each
end of your 4” base and
mark it with a pencil as
I’ve done in FIG 7. While
you’re at it, also mark 2”
from either end for your
center point. This hole will
be used for securing the
hanger to the wall. We are
only drilling one hole; this
will allow us to turn the
base slightly if we need to - to accommodate a headstock such as a
Kramer headstock or a Strat headstock.

When you’ve marked each end, this should give you a width of 2” for your
neck to sit in. This is enough room to hold the neck by the headstock for
MOST guitars without a problem.

Once you have your measurements, follow that up with finding the middle
of your base which will be 1/2”. Make a mark at each end and draw a line
across as I’ve done in FIG 7. You’ve now found the center points for all of
your holes.

To make an indent in the
wood where you want to drill,
you can either use a center
punch as I’m doing in FIG 8,
or you can use a regular nail.
Either way, mark the center
point so that it’ll be easier for
you to line up your drill bit with

STEP 3: DRILLING THE BASE AND DOWEL HOLES
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the center point. Of course, if you’re using a brad-point drill bit that
already has a built-in center punch, position your base under the drill bit
and you’re all set.

Using either a drill press or a
hand drill, set your drill press
to a depth of 1/2” using a 1/2”
drill bit (If you’re using a power
drill, you can mark your drill bit
depth with some masking
tape). Make sure that your bit
is sharp - for a nice, clean cut
(see FIG 9).

I’ve also created a small
countersink hole in the middle.
This is to accommodate the
head of a screw that will
mount the hanger to the wall. I
want the screw head to sit
inside of the base which is
why it’s countersunk.

Next up, I need to drill addi-
tional smaller holes inside of
all these holes, so I’ll change
out my drill bit to one that is
just slightly larger than the
3/4” screw I’m using. The drill
bit width I chose is 11/64”.

For these holes, you’ll need to
set the depth of your drill
press so it can pass right
through the base.

FIG 10 shows the back of the
base after these new holes
were drilled. However, we’re not quite done. We need to drill two more
holes. These will be countersink holes for the head of the 3/4” screws that
will secure the rests to the base. With the base in this position, change
your drill bit to a size that can accommodate the head of your 3/4” screw
(see FIG 11). I chose a 11/32” bit.

STEP 3: DRILLING THE BASE AND DOWEL HOLES
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Hold your base steady and
drill down far enough so that
the head of the screw will sit
below the surface as pictured
in FIG 11.

Now that your base holes
have been drilled, we have
two remaining holes to drill;
the holes in the square dowel. 

For these holes, I set my drill
press to a depth of 3/8”.

Holding your pieces in posi-
tion, make your holes and
you’re all done.

Before we move to Step 4,
there’s one final thing I like to
do to each of these pieces
and that is, I like to sand all of
the edges. I do this mostly to
avoid splinters, but also, it
makes this piece look a little
cleaner looking.

You can use some fine-grit sandpaper to do this; simply sand all of the
sharp edges so they’re no so sharp - simple enough. (You can also use a
wood file to do this as well - whichever you prefer. Or, you don’t have to
file or sand the edges at all - it’s up to you.)

Your finished square dowels should look like the one in FIG 13.

When all of your holes for the base and the dowels have been drilled, you
can move to Step 4.

STEP 3: DRILLING THE BASE AND DOWEL HOLES
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The reason I’m having you
assemble the rests/holders
now is because we are going
to glue the stem (Oak dowel)
into place. So, while the glue
sets, we can finish everything
else that needs to get done.

To start, I squeeze enough
glue to fill about one-third of
the hole (see FIG 14). 

Next, I insert the stem into the
hole and I twist the stem
inside the hole in a clockwise
motion. This helps to spread
the glue around and up the
sides of the hole.

As you twist, you will probably
notice that some of the glue will
start to come up through the
hole as evidenced in FIG 15.

After all of the stems have
been inserted, take a mois-
tened paper towel and wipe
off any excess glue that you
can see.

When you’re done, your two
holders should resemble the
ones in FIG 16.

As we let that glue set, we’re
ready to move to Step 5.

STEP 4: ASSEMBLING THE RESTS/HOLDERS 
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As I mentioned in the Diagonal Wall Hanger, you can fInish your guitar
wall hangers in whatever color you want. In fact, you don’t have to paint
them at all, if you don’t want to.

For me, though, I like
them to be a flat black,
and I chose a gold for
the actual rests/holders.
I think they look pretty
classy like that.

To paint the base, I used
an old 3” screw; I insert-
ed that into the mounting
hole and I held the base
like that (see FIG 17).
The base is small so
painting it is rather quick. 

If you don’t mind holding
the base for a few min-
utes, as long as you used
lacquer, the base will dry
very fast. (You may need
a few light coats to get a
solid color, but typically, I
apply them one after
another and it dries within
a couple of minutes).

To spray the actual rests
or holders, again - you
can spray them in one
shot so long as you don’t mind holding onto them for a few minutes.
Lacquer dries fast.

To hold them, I normally just hold them right at the very end as I’m doing
in FIG 18. If you do this, make sure that you spray as close to the end as
possible, otherwise, some wood will show through once it’s been put in
place. You can also wait until it’s dried, then hold it from the other end
while you spray to get any areas you may’ve missed. 

Of course, if you want to just lay them down as I’ve done in FIG 19 and
spray one side at a time, you can do that, too. And, if you have a better
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method for painting the
parts, by all means, use
your own method.

When all of your pieces
have been sprayed,
allow them to dry for a
full 24 hours before
moving to Step 6.

STEP 5: PAINTING YOUR PARTS
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The last step in putting together our Vertical Guitar Wall Hanger is attach-
ing the rests - or holders.

This wall hanger is also
of my design, so again,
this last assembly step
is one part of the actual
design that I’m very
proud of. 

When you attach these
rests/holders to the
base, you’ll be using the
3/4” screw to secure it
from behind the base -
and, out of sight. 

As you can see in FIG
20, I’ve pushed the rests
into the appropriate
holes, and, while holding
the wall hanger down on
a solid table with my left
hand, I screw in the 3/4”
screws using a screw-
driver with my right hand.

After the screw is in nice
and tight, but not too
tight, the beauty of this
design is that the rests
will still be able to rotate -
move in either direction -
all the while, still being secure. This is important because this allows you to
rotate the rest and CLOSE the hanger - so your guitar CAN NOT slip out!

So, with both of my rests screwed into place (see FIG 21), all that’s left is
to mount this to the wall.

We’re now ready to move to Step 7.

STEP 6: INSERTING THE RESTS/HOLDERS
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Now that our hanger is done, it’s time to mount it.

Before we start drilling, there are a few things you need to know: when
screwing into a wall and not into a stud, you’ll need to use heavy-duty
drywall anchors to help support the weight. EZ-Anchors, which are the
ones I recommend, can hold up to 20 lbs of weight per anchor (some
hold less, so choose the right one), There’s also an EZ-Anchor that can
hold 50lbs.

Because this wall hanger is held into the wall with just one screw, I rec-
ommend that you use the 50lb. EZ-Anchor. 

EZ Anchors do come with screws, however, because the screws have to
pass through the base (3/4” if you countersunk your hole - 1” if you didn’t
countersink), they may not be long enough. So, just pay a visit to your
local ACE hardware store (or LOWE’s or HOME Depot), and buy some
2.5” screws with the same thread pattern.

Another thing to consider is the placement of wall studs in a typical home.
Normally, they are spaced 19” apart. Most guitars are about 12” - 14” in
width. So, if you really wanted to screw your wall hangers into a wall stud,
once you find one, you should be able to locate the others using the 19”
measurement. (this is a general contractor’s rule, but not all contractors
swear by it, so use a wall stud finder just to be certain.)

At the end of this book, I’ll give you the measurements I used to create
my wall of guitars. You can use this as a guide to help you create a simi-
lar wall.

Mounting A Wall Hanger For A Guitar With A Symmetrical Headstock

Once you’ve decided
where you want to place
your first wall hanger,
use a stud finder to
determine if you’re going
to be drilling into a stud
or into drywall. When
you’ve made that deter-
mination, put a piece of
masking tape down on
the wall as I’ve done in
FIG 22 to mark your
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location. 

Using a power drill, I pre-drilled
the hole for my screw.

For this particular wall hanger,
I’m going into a stud, so when
screwing into a stud, you defi-
nitely want to pre-drill the hole
and go as deep as you need to
to accommodate the length of
your screw.

If you don’t drill in deep enough,
what can happen is you can strip
the head of your screw simply
because your hole is not deep
enough. If that happens, you’re
basically, well... screwed.

Using my drill, I pre-drilled the
mounting hole using a drill bit
that’s the same thickness as the
shaft of my screw (The white
line in FIG 24 shows the thick-
ness of the drill bit I used). This
allows the screw to go in easily
and allows the thread to grip and
hold the hanger in place.

With my pilot hole drilled, I
inserted the screw into the hole
and screwed it in fairly deep -
but not all the way in. Before
final tightening, I got out my
small level and made sure that
the wall hanger was perfectly
level before securing it for good. 

A level wall hanger is perfect for guitars with headstocks similar to a Les
Paul headstock. Even the ESP Alexi Laiho V fits in in this position perfectly.

As I mentioned a few minutes ago, the cool thing about this wall hanger is
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you can close it up so your guitar
CANNOT slip out! 

FIG 26 shows the rests rotated
down which closes the opening -
preventing the guitar from slip-
ping out. Now - no matter how
expensive your guitar is, you can
feel pretty good knowing that you
can hang it from this hanger and
that it will not slip off if you close
the rests as I’ve done in FIG 26.

Mounting A Wall Hanger For A
Guitar With A Symmetrical
Headstock

Moving to wall hangers for gui-
tars with non-symmetrical head-
stocks such as a strat, every-
thing you do will be the same.

The one change you’ll make is,
before tightening the hanger to
the wall permanently, you’ll want
to tilt the hanger as I’ve done in
FIG 27. This will accommodate
the different shapes of each side
of the headstock and allow the
guitar to hang perfectly vertical.

If you were to leave the base in
a perfectly horizontal position,
your guitar would hang very
awkwardly. It wouldn’t fall off, but
it wouldn’t be something you
would feel confident about. So,
tilting it allows the guitar to hang
perfectly (see FIG 28).

So - before you give your hang-
er its final tightening, put a guitar
in place to check your angle and
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to see if your guitar is hanging in a perfectly vertical position. 

Remove your guitar, make any adjustments you need to make, then tight-
en your screw so the hanger does not move.

And, that’s all there is to it!

Once you’ve done one of each, you’ll get the hang of it and you’ll have no
problem doing as many as you need.

Remember to use the EZ-Anchors that can support up to 50 lbs.

STEP 7: MOUNTING THE WALL HANGER TO THE WALL
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For my wall of guitars, I’m fortunate in that I have high ceilings - 13ft. high
ceilings - so I was able to hang two guitars per row - and offset them.

If you have a ceiling that’s at least 7 ft. high, you should be able to hang
two guitars per row as well. 

I hung my wall hangers with a space of 45” between the top hanger and
the one that sat below it. If your ceiling is 7 ft. high, you’ll need to tighten
up that space to about 41”. Most guitars are roughly 39” long, so that
gives you just enough room. However, my numbers are estimates, so
double-check your guitars for length to determine if you can hang one on
top of another. Measure, then measure again.

I positioned my wall hangers 14.5” apart. This allowed plenty of room
between each guitar. 

I offset the guitars by 16.5” simply because of the height of my ceiling.
You may not be able to do that, so if you have to hang them side-by-side,
you may want to allow for a little extra space between the guitars. Instead
of 14.5”, you may want to do something like 16” apart. GOOD LUCK!
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I suggest you buy all of the wood from either LOWE’s (or HOME DEPOT).
Below are the item numbers and prices from LOWE’s.

1. 1” X 2” X 8’ Poplar Wood Item#: 1078 Price: $5.48
If you buy a piece 8’ long and cut it down, you’ll pay $2.74 per hanger
instead of $3.04 for a piece 1” X 2” X 4’.

2. 1” X 3” X 2’ Poplar Wood Item#: 9357 Price: $2.17
This piece is long enough to give you 8 bases - good for 8 hangers.
Price per hanger: .27

3. 1/2” (x 36”) Oak Dowel Item#: 19418 Price: $2.32
This Oak Dowel is long enough to give you 10 pieces - good for 3 hangers.
Price per hanger: .77

4. 3/4” (x 36”) Square Dowel Item#: 27835 Price: $2.44
This Square Dowel is long enough to give you 14 pieces - good for 4 hangers.
Price per hanger: .61

* 5/16” (x 36”) Oak Dowel Item#: 19444 Price: .88
* This is optional if you don’t purchase the plastic dowels. This piece of Oak
Dowel will supply you with enough pieces at 1” each for 18 hangers. 
Price per hanger: .05

5. 1” X 1” X 3’ Square Dowel Item#: 28604 Price: $2.74
This is the wood that you’ll use when making the vertical wall hangers. For
each 3’ piece, you can get 8 bases. Price per hanger: .27

I bought all of the hardware from ACE Hardware, so below are their item
numbers and prices.

5. 1/4” X 1” Hex Bolt Item#: H190015/A#57002 Price: .13

6. 1/4” X 1 1/2” Hex Bolt Item#: H190021/A#57004 Price: .18

7. 1/4” Hex Nut Item#: H1550003/A#57248 Price: .08

8. 1/4” Flat Washer Item#: H27005/A#5014717 Price: .08

9. 1/4” Wing Nut Item#: H180249/A#51965 Price: .25

10. 3/4” Screws Item#: H80018/A#56223 Price: .08
You’ll need three screws for the diagonal wall hanger and just two for the
vertical wall hanger.
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11. 5/16” X 1” Plastic Spacer Item#: 58193-F Price: .50
You’ll need two of these plastic dowels per hanger. You can also use 5/16”
Oak Dowel which is the optional item above.

PRICE PER DIAGONAL WALL HANGER: $6.27
Price does not include paint or EZ-Anchors.

PRICE PER VERTICAL WALL HANGER: $1.81
Price does not include paint or EZ-Anchors.
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